The energy boom has increased U.S. economic competitiveness and has established the link between an efficient, multimodal freight transportation system and economic prosperity. This session will offer discussion on the changing U.S. energy markets and on its effects on the freight transportation system and economic competitiveness. Speakers will address the following questions:
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The Role of Freight Transportation in Economic Competitiveness December 10-11, 2014 3 WELCOME T he population of the United States may grow by 40 percent between now and the year 2050 and gross domestic product may increase by 150 percent in that time. Domestic production of crude oil, which has increased by 50 percent since 2008, is expected to grow-but not as rapidly as natural gas production, which is expected to increase by 50 percent between now and 2040. If these trends continue, the demand for freight transportation services will soar, affecting all modes of transportation and all regions of the country.
Historically, the highly developed transportation system in the United States has been a key factor in the nation's economic competitiveness, connecting population and economic centers and fueling supply-chain efficiency. Transportation will be even more important in the future as other nations invest heavily in transportation infrastructure and as world trade continues to grow.
Please join us for a dialogue on the role of freight transportation in economic competitiveness and help craft solutions to emerging issues and problems. At the Eighth University Transportation Center Spotlight Conference, we will concentrate on three key areas in which freight transportation can enhance economic competitiveness: (1) freight supply-chain operations, (2) transportation system resiliency, and (3) meeting the demands of changing energy markets. The questions we will explore include:
• How does transportation performance enable supply-chain efficiency?
• How do trends in supply-chain planning affect transportation policies and investments?
• How can the ability of a city, region, or nation to recover from severe weather events or security breaches affect its economic competitiveness? • What can be done to improve the resilience of the freight transportation system? • What role does the transportation system play in the shale energy revolution?
• How does the shale energy boom affect the need for transportation investments and economic competitiveness at the local, regional, and national levels?
We invite you to participate in this important dialogue. This session will provide a discussion of economic competitiveness from the perspectives of various modes: railroad, trucking, and maritime. Presenters will address the following questions:
• What challenges to each mode affect U.S. competitiveness in the global arena?
• What changes in policy, legislation, or systems would enhance economic competitiveness in each mode? • What are the future challenges to each mode that would affect economic competitiveness?
• How can the research community help?
Marine Perspectives
Heather Nachtmann, University of Arkansas Disasters, both natural and manmade, can wreak havoc on local, regional, and national transportation systems. The ability of these systems to recover from disasters is crucial to their economic competitiveness and long-term viability. This session will explore the importance of resiliency in the context of maintaining and improving the economic competitive standing of these systems.
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